CLASSIC CRIMES
was immediately deflected. It will be recalled that four pellets
only were found in the brain. Hambrough's head shewed no
signs either of blackening or of scorching. As the result of
many experiments made by Mr. Macnaughton before the
Crown medical experts, it was found that up to 3 feet blacken-
ing and scorching were produced with all the powders used.
In no instance at a greater distance were blackening and
scorching present. Under 3 feet, the injuries produced were
dissimilar from those in the case of the deceased. Experiments
made at 9 feet presented the closest similarity to those injuries.
At any distance under 3 feet the head was shattered. For these
reasons they held it impossible for the injuries to have been
caused by the hand of the deceased. The Crown case,
therefore, was that Cecil Hambrough was shot by the accused
from behind, at a distance of 9 feet in the line indicated by the
three trees.
I recall a quaint incident in connection with Dr. Littlejohn's
evidence. That expert had brought with him in a black
hand-bag, for purposes of demonstration, a skull. As he was
leaving the witness-box, the suave voice of Comrie Thomson
called to him: "Stay, Dr. Littlejohn, stay! You have for-
gotten your head." "You are very right, sir/* briskly rejoined
the witness, seizing the bag from the corner of the bench where
he had laid it; "I can't afford to lose my head!"
For the defence, Professor Hay, who had examined the
locus, disputed the correspondence of the pellet marks on the
trees in die alleged line of fire. If Hambrough, when shot,
were walking towards the rowan he would have fallen forward
on his face; whereas he lay on his back, with his head towards
the rowan and his feet towards the gap in the whins. The
inference was that the shot came from the direction of the
rowan, rather than from the whins. Witness was not surprised
at the absence of blood in the ditch, the bleeding from a gun-
shot wound being very slow. Having criticized the supposed
line of fire, witness was of opinion that the injury could have
been inflicted by the gun held in the boy's own hand. There
were innumerable positions permitting of the gun being so
he!4 as to cause it; he produced photographs shewing some of
these. The deceased might have tripped on the dike, or
slipped on the wet grass, or jumped from the dike to the
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